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Before commencing our investigation it is necessary to state that there are two
kinds of qal wa-homer — which I propose to call the simple and the
complex. The simple qal wa-homer is a plain argument de minore ad majus,
in which the severity of the major over the minor is self-evident. The complex
gal wa-homer is one in which this severity has to be proved by reference to
external factors. The simple qal wa-homer has a long history — its use is

traced by the midrash to the Bible itself...”
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